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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.17 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Health. 
I appreciate the minister taking my grievance this morning, which is about the most critical health issue in my 
community—the Peel Health Campus. 
Mr J.N. Carey interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Member! Please allow the member to complete the grievance in 
silence. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That was 19 seconds in, member for Perth. 
The Peel Health Campus is a critically important hospital for the Mandurah community, which I have the 
opportunity and privilege to represent, and more broadly the Peel region that it services with a population of 
circa 100 000 people. Of course, as the minister rightly points out, this hospital was initially built with a population 
of around 27 000 in mind, as I understand it. This means that our hospital is about one-third the size that it needs 
to be and, most critically, the emergency department is far too small and far too constrained for the population that 
it services. A number of commitments have been made by this government; indeed, the federal coalition 
government and Andrew Hastie have helped to alleviate some of the concerns with our local hospital. I welcome 
the announcements by the Minister for Health and this government on what has occurred at our hospital. As I have 
said at every turn, these have been good first steps for that investment. I will take members through some of the 
announcements that the state government has made about Peel Health Campus. If I get time later, I will sum up 
the coalition’s significant investment in our local hospital. 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke: And Bill Shorten! 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! As per convention and standing orders, grievances are heard in silence. 
Please allow the member to make his contribution. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Murray–Wellington points out the federal Labor Party’s commitment to 
Peel Health Campus. No money has gone to the emergency department there. 
On 10 May last year, the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health made a $4.4 million budget-related announcement 
to expand some of the car park and upgrade security at Peel Health Campus. At the time, the announcement was 
largely focused on, as I said, the car park and security. We know that assaults on nurses and clinicians in the 
hospital is a very significant issue at Peel Health Campus, so security is a big concern, and the car park is very 
constrained. When we visit there, we often see people are parking everywhere that they can—on the grass and the 
verges—to try to get into the hospital. From answers to parliamentary questions we got back last week, I found 
out that less than 20 per cent of the $4.4 million will go to the car park expansion. That is only $860 000 of 
$4.4 million. That is a concern because this was the flagship announcement of the Labor government at the time. 
It pointed to it as a recognition of the problems at Peel Health Campus and said that it would alleviate some of the 
constraints there. 
Additionally, only $230 000 will be spent on CCTV and security. That is an important amount, sure, but I wonder 
whether more could be done in security. The problem is that the remaining $2.9 million will be spent on things 
that, although they are important, are probably not as much as a priority as upgrading our emergency department. 
From answers to parliamentary questions, we found that of the $4.4 million initially announced by this government 
to go to Peel Health Campus, $2.9 million will be spent on maintenance issues that I thought would already be 
inbuilt in the operator or the government’s expenditure on that hospital. The $2.9 million will be spent on things 
such as replacing switchboard metering, bore pumps, vinyl floor coverings and dishwashers. More than half of the 
funding announced by the state government that pointed to the $4.4 million as a recognition of, and an attempt to 
alleviate, some of the pressure at Peel Health Campus will go to maintenance that should have been done in the 
first place. As of 12 March, only $243 000 had been spent. That announcement was made in May last year, and in 
March this year only $243 000 had been spent on our local hospital. We fast-forward to 19 September last year 
and the Minister for Health made a $5 million announcement. Again, it was considered to be a landmark 
announcement that would—I quote the minister—“transform” the emergency department and Peel Health 
Campus. The Mandurah Mail on 19 September quoted the minister — 

“This is a project we will get onto now. Within a couple of months, people will see what we have in mind 
and we will get some feedback on that. This is something we are going to work on straight away.” 

On 19 September, the minister said that work would start straightaway. From answers to parliamentary questions 
we got back last week, we found that design development will not finish until April 2019 and construction will not 
finish until April 2020. Unfortunately, when we look at the time line that we have asked for in the parliamentary 
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questions, the so-called “straightaway” action promised by the Minister for Health did not occur. Consultation on 
this hospital’s emergency department did not start until February this year. The announcement was made 
in September last year. That is a five-month gap or thereabouts, unfortunately. I am interested to hear the minister’s 
perspective of what occurred during that time. Almost nothing happened from when the announcement was made 
until the government got to the consultation and design point starting in February and finishing in April this year. 
I am certain that members in our community whom I have the privilege of representing would have had a lot of 
hope when this announcement for our emergency department was initially made. Eight waiting bays and a redesign 
of the emergency department is indeed an important step forward. It is considerably shy of the $25 million that 
has been delivered by the Liberal Party and Andrew Hastie to expand our emergency department. But we had a lot 
of hope for that announcement. A total of $9.4 million is being spent on Peel Health Campus. Unfortunately, we 
see that less than half of that will be spent where it is most needed—on our emergency department. 
I appreciate the minister’s time here this morning, but given he made the announcement in September last year 
when he said that it would be such an important priority for the government, why did he not start the consultation 
process until February? Why will the redesign not be finished until April 2020? Given that it took six months 
before the minister even started the consultation process, why is he continuing to mislead the people of the 
Peel region and Mandurah more generally when he said that this is a priority project? If the state government can 
build an inner-city college in Nedlands by 2020, why are my constituents left wanting when it comes to this 
government prioritising Peel Health Campus? 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.25 am]: I thank the member for his grievance this morning. 
I note that the last time he grieved on Peel Health Campus was 9 November 2017. His grievance then said — 

Before I begin, I would like to thank the Deputy Premier and Minister for Health for taking my grievance 
this morning, especially as he has three grievances listed under “Orders of the Day”. 

That would have been about 10 seconds and then — 
Mr J.N. Carey interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

It is good to see that the member for Perth is keeping up his average for interjections. The member for Dawesville 
managed about 10 seconds this morning before being interjected on by the member for Perth. From that 
perspective, it is good to see that everything is in place. The member for Dawesville is talking about Peel Health 
Campus and the member for Perth is interjecting. Everything is as it should be! 
The member for Dawesville is right. The Peel region has undergone extensive growth and will continue to grow 
into the future, according to our understanding. For that reason, he is correct to talk about the need to continue to 
expand health services in the region. Indeed, that has been part of our mission. Prior to the last election, we 
committed $5 million towards the Peel Health Hub in the health region to address youth health and mental health 
issues. I acknowledge that the federal government contributed $2 million towards that project. That is a good sign 
that we are getting resources into the region. The opening of the Peel Health Hub was an extraordinary experience. 
Even though we put in $5 million and the federal government put in $2 million, we had a video or almost 
a live-cross from the Prime Minister. We had a presentation from Mathias Cormann and the member for Canning, 
Mr Andrew Hastie, spoke at the event. Clearly, something is in the wind. I suspect that a federal election might be 
afoot. Obviously, the federal government is focused on that election. 
I accept the member’s acknowledgement that the state government has committed around $10 million towards 
upgrades at the hospital, particularly around the ED. I acknowledge the member’s concern and impatience to see 
those upgrades happen quickly. The member will, of course, understand that building a school on a greenfields 
site is very different from redeveloping a functioning hospital. Hospitals are complex buildings in themselves. 
Redeveloping a hospital while it continues to operate is even more complex. I acknowledge his impatience, but 
I reassure him that the department is making progress and we are keen to see that redevelopment take place. 
Expanding the ED at the hospital is an important priority. We want to make sure that the hospital continues to 
enjoy funds to meet the needs of the people in the Peel region. Of course, as I have noted in this place before, the 
last time that there was a significant investment in the hospital was when the Gallop government was in power. 
We now have another Labor government and it is very good to see that the tap for health resources in the 
Peel region has been turned back on, as we continue to grow the health service in that area. 
I note that the member for Geraldton is in the chamber today. He was not in the chamber yesterday, but we talked 
at great length and, as a chamber, we were unanimous in our support for country health and acknowledging the 
commitments we have made to Geraldton Regional Hospital. I did note the member for Geraldton’s absence; 
I thought maybe he had scurried down to the ALP office to fill out his membership form, embracing our services. 
I will not make the same comment about the member for Dawesville. Being a rusted-on member of the extreme 
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right of the Liberal Party, I think him coming to the ALP may be a step too far. Moderates like the member for 
Geraldton may join us, but not the member for Dawesville! 
Mr I.C. Blayney interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I said the member for Geraldton was welcome to join us. 

The member for Dawesville picks up on a very important point. That is, we now have a significant commitment 
from the federal government for around $25 million in funding for health in the Peel region. That is an investment 
of $21 million through the federal government’s Community Health and Hospitals Fund, which will deliver an 
expansion of the emergency department, the construction of a new community mental health facility and 
refurbishment of the medical imaging department. 

The member for Dawesville and I have a mission, and it is a mission for all members; that is, while we have a federal 
election in the wind, we must take advantage of the opportunities that provides. We have $25 million worth of 
funding. As I have mentioned on a number of occasions, I am determined that if there is a change of government in 
the forthcoming federal election, we lock in those commitments in addition to the substantial commitments made by 
the Shorten Labor opposition. In addition to that, the federal government has committed $4 million to a residential 
eating disorder treatment centre—a substantial commitment. The mission for Team WA now is to lock in those. 

We have also had a substantial commitment from the Shorten Labor opposition for a 10-bed withdrawal unit at 
the Peel Health Campus in Mandurah to the tune of $6 million. I understand the impatience of the member for 
Dawesville to see things get going, but as he and I have observed, things are moving in the Peel region. We will 
continue to grow the hospital. The ED is part of the problem. Ultimately, we need to work out the long-term 
solution for the hospital and grow the wards behind the ED so that we have that proper patient flow. As Team WA, 
we all have an obligation to lock in all those commitments. 
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